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A MESSAGE 
FROM THE PASTOR
Before I begin. Let me say, “I love you! I am so grateful to
have you as a part of my life!"
This Annual Report is one of the ways we are able to
celebrate the goodness and power of God in our midst. It
may sound silly to you, but I love this report. It tells most
importantly of the goodness of God. But it also reveals how
God uses ordinary people like you and me. He saves us,
spiritually gifts us, and calls us to Follow Him and be His
presence. In the process we are making a difference for
eternity!

It is my prayer that you will take 10 or 15 minutes to read this document. If you do, I promise that you
will be encouraged, inspired, and blessed! There will be things that you didn’t even realize were
happening and they will bring a smile to your face. You will see that many people are saying “YES” to
serving our Lord, His Church, and our community and this has made, (and is making) a huge and thrilling
impact!
This year I want to honor and recognize two high-capacity staff members.
First, our Youth Pastor, Paul Tepper, has been such a remarkable blessing to our teens, parents, and
church family. You will remember that Paul had been working with teens as a missionary in Austria. He
came home on furlough in late 2021 to raise needed funds. Since we needed a youth pastor, Paul
agreed to step in and serve for a year. Paul has not only led our students well, but he has also poured
his life, the love of Jesus, and the saving work of the Gospel into their lives. He will be stepping down as
Youth Pastor at the end of May 2023, to return as a missionary to Austria. Paul, I praise God for you!
You have been an exemplary follower of Jesus and co-worker. You have touched so many lives for
Christ! We will miss you. (Stay tuned for news about a new youth pastor candidate.)
Second, Ben Steele joined our staff in February as our church administrator. He oversees
administration, finances, and the Men’s Ministry. This guy has been amazing! From his first day, he
began to make our staff and church better. Ben left a high-level position in the finance world to join the
mission of Hessel Church. Ben, it is a delight to serve our Lord alongside of you! You are a blessing to us
all! 

Thank you, Hessel Family, for praying, giving, serving, encouraging, teaching, loving, and supporting.
Did I mention ... I love you?
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Connecting with God is the most essential part
of our relationship with Him. We connect in 
 many ways; by learning about Him through His
Word, communicating with Him through prayer,
and worshiping Him through song and
adoration, because only He is worthy of our
praise. 

CONNECT
“The Lord has prepared me to be part

of the worship team. Years ago, I was

asked to lead worship for our Thursday

night ladies’ Bible study. I was nervous

but stepped out in faith that God had

this. A year or so later I was asked to

join our worship team. I knew this was

where God was leading me. One of my

favorite things about being on the

worship team is when I can hear the

congregation singing back. I think this

is a tiny glimpse of how we will be 

 worshiping together in Heaven!”

 -Rebecca Pozzi

2022 Report

In 2022 we moved our worship services back
inside. It was a tremendous blessing that we
could still meet as a family in the tent, but being
inside feels like home. We have seen many of
you come on Sundays, where you connected
with God in worship. In 2022, we saw over 250
new people make Hessel their home. 

Connect, Grow, Serve, Go
 is such a wonderful thing to live out in our
daily lives, and it all starts with Connecting

with our God. 



With the pandemic ending in early 2022, Growth
Groups could meet again regularly in person and it has
been a huge blessing!
There are over 30 Growth Groups at Hessel Sebastopol
and Santa Rosa. Men’s and women’s, student, recovery,
Bible study, and mixed groups meet all throughout
West County each week.
We started Growth Groups for men and women at the
Hessel Santa Rosa Campus this year.

We believe life change happens in the context of
relationships. Growth Groups have one simple purpose: to
bring people together. God created us to live in community
with others, and it is only then that we can experience the
full life He intends for us. Our Growth Groups are a place to
connect with others (1 Cor. 9:22), protect each other 
(1 John 3:16), and grow together (Proverbs 27:17).

We are so grateful for all the incredible Growth Group
leaders and hosts that encourage, pray for, and lead their
groups.

GROW
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AWANA

SUNDAY MORNING

ADVENTURE CAMP
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CHILDREN
Awana

Our AWANA program continues to be a highlight for the kids
and their families with 99 children & 46 volunteers in our 2021-
22 program!
Our team of amazing leaders guide children through their
handbooks and teach them how to understand and apply the
Bible in their lives. The kids also get to participate in fun theme
nights, special events, contests and exciting games.
The Grand Prix event is always one of the most exciting and
anticipated events for our kids. This year we had 77 people
attend our pit party and over 200 attend the Grand Prix dinner
and event!

Sunday Mornings
Our Sunday morning Children’s Ministry was a year full of
growth and excitement for families and volunteers. With our
nursery and five different preschool and elementary age
classrooms, we averaged 65 kids each Sunday and a team of 62
volunteers. We are so happy that the Lord continues to grow
Hessel Church by bringing us many new families with kids. 
On Easter Sunday, we hosted an Easter egg hunt out on the
lawn after each service. After hearing the gospel in their
classes, there were over 150 kids that hunted for 2700 candy-
filled eggs that day!
Our Santa Rosa campus setup and kick-off was a lot of work but
so worth it! Cora Thorp did an incredible job as the Children’s
Ministry Director for that campus! She set up and organized
rooms, gathered supplies, recruited and trained volunteers,
created safety and check-in systems, and more! Sayra Cisneros
took over the Director job in September and continues to run a
quality, gospel-centered program for our kids at the Santa Rosa
campus.

Adventure Camp
Once again, our free, weeklong camp was a great success and a
ton of fun! We had 105 volunteers serving in various ways before
and during the week of camp. Of the 201 children that attended,
34 decided to follow Christ!
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STUDENT
We started Breakfast Club on Sunday mornings. It is a
great time where students make waffles and enjoy other
breakfast items as we study apologetics. Students are
learning to defend their faith and see how a Christian
worldview best answers life’s difficult questions.
 
With the generous support from members of Hessel, we
could subsidize the cost of camp for over 60 students to
attend winter and summer camp.
 
We introduced Tactical Operations Training Special (TOTS),
a fun youth event throughout the year where students
work as a team through an escape room, maze, puzzles
and Nerf rooms. It is a unique setting for the students to
hear the Gospel preached.
 
We studied the book of Colossians and looked at who
Jesus really is and what He accomplished for us, along with
introducing our students to Spiritual gifts and helping them
understand that God has gifted them with a special gift to
build up the Body of Christ. 
 
It is important for our students to be able to share their
faith and they have been practicing "Prayer, Care, Share."
Having our students pray for God to show them people in
their lives that they can share Jesus with and then pray for
opportunities to care about them. Through caring, it allows
for opportunities to share Jesus and HIs gospel message.
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"I have had children in youth group for
the last 10 years and, as anyone with pre-

teens and teens can understand, they
don't go for a "one size fits all" program.
For what I believe is the most significant

change in a child's life, it takes gifted (and
patient) people to come alongside and

support them in what can be a season of
excitement, isolation, identity-seeking,

self-doubt, peer influence, and relational
instability. As a mom I cannot say enough
about the Youth Ministry Team we have.
They are an answer to prayer. Paul, as

their Pastor and leader, alongside Julian
and Cora and some of the most amazing

leaders have built this island of safety and
freedom for our youth that guides them
through their journey to find themselves

and their faith as they build a lasting
relationship with Jesus. Our Youth

Ministry Team is a blessing to my family
and all who attend, not only on

Wednesday night, but everyday year
round."

 
-Susan Kniss
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YOUNG ADULTS

One of the major highlights we had as a Young

Adult group was a getaway to Mount Lassen,

where we were able to hike, paddle board, eat

junk food, and hang out as a group. It was a

special time where friendships were able to

grow deeper. 

2022 Report

An amazing thing we've seen in our young

adults is a desire to serve their church. Many

of them got involved serving in other

ministries like Awana, Children's ministry, and

Youth Group, as well as many other serving

opportunities throughout the year. Watching

them be discipled and then turning around to

disciple others is a blessing to watch.



MENS

We had over 200 attendees and volunteers in the

Men's & Women's Gladiator Games this year.

Over 70 guys attended our Beast Feast and

consumed over 100 lbs of meat!
 

Nearly 150 men showed up to our Community

Outreach Breakfast featuring guest speaker,

Jeremy Stalnecker.
 

Our Breakfast and Campus workday at the new

Santa Rosa Campus in April made a huge impact at

making sure that the campus was ready for our

Latino ministry to start there.
 

We went through our Men's Ministry Series, The

Journey, that featured 5 different powerful

speakers who taught, challenged & encouraged us.

We launched a new group model, Core Groups,

which is a small group (3-4 men) who meet

together regularly to share life together. 
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"I came to the Gladiator Games for the
fun and left with an overwhelming sense
of camaraderie and encouragement. The
games provided a unique experience for

me to see the love of Christ through a
group of men I hardly knew. The warm
welcome and authenticity provided a

beautiful invitation to Hessel and left me
asking how I could be a part of, and

contribute to, such a rare and needed
movement of men in our community. A
huge blessing - let the games continue!"

 
-Garrett Harte

 

"Our Core group has been gathering
since June. A great multi-generational
cross-section of God's family, ages 23-
75. We are getting to know, trust and
love each other as God loves us. Our

desire is to be there in real-time for each
other as life unfolds and God is working

out His plans in each of us. We are
learning to share our lives, encourage

one another, hold each other
accountable, pray and hopefully have

some fun!"
 

-Terry Tomasini
 

I've had the privilege of being involved with Men's
Ministry at Hessel for several years. As I joined the staff
in 2022, the greatest excitement I had was creating
additional time to dedicate to Men's Ministry. I'm looking
forward to seeing many of the seeds we started in 2022
continue to grow in 2023 as our men continue to take
ownership of their faith and lead their families well!



WOMENS

92022 Report

We had over 60 women enrolled in
Women's Growth Groups, including
expanding groups to our Santa Rosa
campus! We also had a great time of
fellowship and fun at our Spring Craft
Night in May.

One of our highlights was a jam-packed
night of challenging competition and
laughs at The Gladiator Games in
August.

100 women came together in the
creative Christmas spirit for our
Christmas Craft & Coffee in December,
where everyone was able to make a
personalized Christmas wreath.

2022 was a great year as we moved back
into full-time Women's Minstry!

We are looking forward to watching God
continue to grow Women's Ministry in
2023!
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2022 was a great year, with the first full
year of calendar activities since the Covid
19 shutdown. This year we changed the
name of the ministry to help distinguish
age groups. Replacing “Older Adults,” we
now have the Boomers (birthdate of 1948-
1964) and the Keenagers (birthdate pre-
1948). 

Our Ministry Vision statement remains the
same: Engaging Older Adults to follow
Jesus and be His Presence, through
Growth Groups, purposeful events and
service opportunities in our church and
community. 

2022 Events were varied, spanning both
groups, with monthly walks at 3 Regional
Parks, Keenager Spring Luncheon, several
serve projects, camping at Casini Ranch, a
game night, Prunepackers baseball game,
Smart Train and Ferry to San Francisco,
Boomers Fall Theme Costume Dinner, and
Keenager Christmas Dinner.

For a list of our 2023 events, go to
hessel.org/boomers-keenagers

BOOMER &
KEENAGER

2022 Report



IGLESIA HESSEL
On June 5th we initiated Sunday morning services at the new

campus at 3950 Doubles Drive in Santa Rosa. A gift of this

magnitude is not to be taken lightly, and we have all felt the weight

of serving our Lord in a manner that is worthy of His confidence in

us, as we seek to be faithful stewards of all that He has given. When

we made the move we were averaging 60 in attendance, and we

have grown to an average of 90.

For many years we had relied upon the super capable Children’s

ministry at Hessel Sebastopol, but now it was time for us to carry the

baton. Christy Miller did an awesome job preparing and coaching

Cora Thorp whom God used to launch a healthy thriving ministry.

Sayra Cisneros received the call for the next leg of the race and is

leading a growing children’s ministry to the delight of all involved.

There are still many laps to be run, and much work to be done, in

order to adequately prepare our children for the challenges they will

face in an ever-changing social landscape.

Our worship ministry has always excelled and delighted, and under

the strong leadership of Marlon Chinchilla we have seen the

musicians grow in number and quality. Kimia Bundgard has been

instrumental in organizing song selections and “herding”

communication as new members are added and the growing pains

transition to joy. Marshall Currier and Matea Peterson have faithfully

led in our tech and sound areas of the worship team. Thankfully this

is one of the most unified teams in our family and the harmony

achieved is a testimony to God’s blessing. We had the privilege of

attending “Sing!Global” in Nashville, which was a blessing that saw

dividends of refreshment and inspiration for the entire group. One of

the main takeaways is that worship is a function of a healthy body

that is encouraged to praise God with a full voice.

Rudy Cisneros and Aiden Sanchez have been instrumental in

beginning a Youth ministry with teaching on Sunday morning and

activities on most Friday nights. It is encouraging to see the growth

and involvement of these young men and their wives as they seek to

have an eternal impact on the lives of our youth.

112022 Report



IGLESIA HESSEL
Paulina Crowell has taken on the formidable job of being my

administrative assistant and has proven to be more than up to the

task. Her unique ability to organize and encourage with joy in the

journey has been refreshing for me. Mary and I have been blessed

to see the congregation continue to blossom, and we are thankful

for the continual support that we receive as a missionary Pastor in

this amazing work. Mary has constantly developed women of faith

through Bible study and discipleship ministry and it continues to be

a privilege to serve God in new and exciting areas and ways.  

As we have settled in at a new campus with new routines, God has

called us to look up and to see the fields that are ripe for harvest

right at our doorstep. We feel the urgency of a community that is

just across the street and needs a fresh look at who Jesus is and

what He came to do in our midst. One unique story of a homeless

man, Juan, highlights this reality and the potential that is there if we

will only reach out.

Juan began coming to church looking for food, but received much

more. Despite Juan’s disheveled look and pungent aroma our

people loved on him, hugged him, fed him and shared Jesus with

him. Juan proclaimed his new found faith, but he was still on the

street, and still struggled. A family from our church invited Juan

into their tiny home, and Juan’s life was changed by that act of

kindness because of Jesus’ love. We have met some of Juan’s

family and they are now attending church with us. The story of the

redeemed, of transformation and TRANSITION, is a story that

needs to continually be told. By God’s grace and His power we will

be His voice wherever he takes us!

122022 Report
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LAO
THAI
As we look back on the year 2022, We thank

God that the pandemic eased up. We spent

more time going out in visitation and outreach

to the Lao community and prayer for some

families who are in need.  We reached out to

some families who have not come to church

for at least three years and now they are

coming back! We have one new single mom

who is faithfully coming to church every

Sunday.  

Our ministry continued weekly worship and

weekly Bible study through zoom. We had

some activities, the first one in July where we

had a joint church Picnic with another Lao

Ministry and we had a great turn out. On

December 17th, we celebrated Christmas and

we had 105 people attend. We continue to

share Christ with the Lao/Thai community here

in Sonoma County. Every Monday night we

have Bible study through zoom with the

people in Thailand and Laos. We continue to

encourage one another to faithfully walk with

God daily. Please continue praying for our

Ministry. Thank you!

2022 Report



SERVE DAY

142022 Report

Our Aspire team was tasked with putting together an all-church serve day in our community.

Their effort and planning resulted in 200+ people showing up tp serve all over West County!

City of Sebastopol
We showed up to multiple Sebastopol parks to put wood chips in the playgrounds and general
clean-up of the play structures.

Redwood Empire Food Bank
This group wrapped barrels that were then placed throughout Sonoma County to collect non-
perishable food items for the holidays. They also packaged over 1000 lbs of brussel sprouts for
meals that were handed out in the community. 

TLC - Child and Family Services
People worked on the grounds of TLC, raking leaves and pruning many overgrown trees and
bushes as well as some painting projects.

Oaks of Hebron
We built 15 elevated garden beds allowing their clients a more comfortable way to garden as well
as re-skinning hoop houses, which protect the plants from the elements .

Redwood Gospel Mission
We were able to help at the RGM thrift store by sorting through donations and organizing the
items to be sold in their storefront. 

The Rose Women's Shelter
A smaller group was able to tackle a painting project, freshening up some of the rooms at the
shelter. 

Locations

Thank you to the many people who made this day possible.



CHURCH
FAMILY
EVENTS

This summer, we had a great time getting

together as a church family for food, fun,

fellowship, and service! In May, we had a

church BBQ on the lawn after the Hessel

Sebastopol service where we played

games, and went down a giant inflatable

slide. In June, we had a picnic in the park at

the Hessel Santa Rosa campus that was

hosted by the Latino congregation. The

food and fellowship was terrific! In July, we

had a church pool party, complete with a

belly flop contest at Ridgeway pool! In

August, we celebrated the end of summer

with a church picnic and pool party at the

CYO camp in Occidental! We had so much

fun being together as a church family, and

we can’t wait to have more fun activities

this coming summer!

152022 Report
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Caring for our missionary families is

a high priority at Hessel as they are a

part of our extended body. Their

calling takes perseverance,

creativity, diligence, commitment,

knowledge of the Word, a deep love

for people, and integrity. We want to

be sure to care for them and their

families with the same heart that

we care for our church body here in

Sonoma County, and this year we

have worked to improve our service

to them.

MISSIONS

2022 Report

We updated of our Missions Policy which
hadn’t been done in many years.

Paul Seger from Biblical Ministries Worldwide
spoke at our missions conference in October.

We were able to visit with Tom & Colleen
Feeney, the Lites Family, Jeff and Cindy
Eidsen and Ryan Wheeler in person and
Balthazar Tillo and his wife via Zoom from the
Philippines. Please continue to pray for the
Masembe family as they are missing their
dear wife and mother Margaret.

A few Highlights:

Your donations blessed all of our missionaries. In
December we gave a special financial gift to
each one. We were able to support some of our
missionaries’ evangelistic projects as well as
taking care of special needs they had. We were
also able to buy bibles in several countries.

We will miss Brad Benson, our Missions Chairman, as he and
his wife, Erika, are stepping down from our missions team.
His leadership was greatly appreciated, as he stretched each
one of us to continually learn about missions and apply the
information to our daily lives. We were encouraged to read
new books and develop new methods to better serve our
missionaries and be a better link to inform the congregation.
His passion for Missions was obvious and contagious!  
Moving into 2023, we are excited to welcome Jordan Gates
as our new Missions Chairman!
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MISSIONS

2022 Report

Processing Christian reading material so that
they are able to be used in jails and prisons
Donating quilts to Mt Gilead which were then
sold and the profits were given to scholarships
Making backpacks for ladies at The Rose Shelter
in Santa Rosa 
Processing cancelled stamps that are then sold
with the money contributing to Sunday School
material in Central America
Making Bible covers for our 2 & 3-year-olds
Quilts were given to missionaries home on
Furlough: Tom & Colleen Feeney and the Lites
family

The Women's Missionary Circle meets monthly to
work on projects that support our missionaries and
other ministries of Hessel Church. In 2022, the Circle
invested in several projects including:

Women's Missionary Circle

We completed our fourth year in partnership with
Royal Family Kids Camp, an organization that
develops week-long summer camps for foster
children, ages 6-12. RFK seeks to create positive,
life-changing moments for innocent children who
have been victims of neglect, abuse and
abandonment. We had a team of 19 people serve in
the roles of counselor, kitchen help, birthday party
planner, crafts and woodworking. 

Royal Family Kids Camp

Finally getting to be a part of RFK this
year was a huge blessing. The

dedication and love for the kids in
attendance is above anything I've seen
before. I saw God moving and working

in the lives of everyone there,
especially the kids. The level of

excitement and joy on my camper's
face when I spelled her name right or
colored with her broke my heart. But
when she said she would miss me and
it was the best week she'd ever had, I

knew that I was exactly where God
needed me to be.

 
-Talitha Weaver
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OUR NEW
PATIO

2022 Report

Architect: Russel Bunch

Contractors: Marshall White and

Charlie Kniss

Chris Beebe, Jerry Price and Ron

Canfield 

Facility Manager: Steve Danelz

Facility Staff: Greg Turnquist and

Jeff Bosakowski (JB). 

We want to thank specific people for
this incredible project: 

We have had many volunteers,
however, a few gave countless hours
to complete the project:

Thank you to those who gave so
generously to make this project a
reality!

Our congregation wrote a prayer or Bible
verse on a rock and the rocks were placed

in the foundation of the patio as the
construction began! 

The patio was finished just in time for our
Christmas Eve service

We can already see how invaluable the
patio will be for our Sunday morning

fellowship time



CHURCH
FINANCIALS 

192022 Report

$603,749
Was sent to our

missionaries

$102,913
Given to those in need in
our community through

the Benevolent Fund

$40,129
 Collected for our
Christmas Project:

Chickens & Pigs

INCOME 2021 2022 % Difference

EXPENSES 2021 2022 % Difference

General Fund  $ 1,235,978  $ 1,337,839 8%

Missions  $ 622,921  $ 568,342 -10%

Benevolent  $ 58,3071  $ 85,294 32%

Ministry/Outreach  $ 100,950  $ 77,005 -31%

Operation  $ 229,436  $ 259,536 12%

Personnel  $ 806,428  $ 1,013,922 20%

Missions  $ 621,981  $ 603,749 -3%

Benevolent  $ 77,329  $ 102,913 25%

 Your generosity fuels ministry here at Hessel and we can’t
wait to see how God will continue to change lives through

your generosity and his faithfulness.


